This is a critical abstract of an economic evaluation that meets the criteria for inclusion on NHS EED. Each abstract contains a brief summary of the methods, the results and conclusions followed by a detailed critical assessment on the reliability of the study and the conclusions drawn.
Health technology
Inpatient and outpatient treatment of mandibular fractures with respect to time interval between injury and treatment.
Type of intervention
Treatment.
Economic study type
Cost-effectiveness analysis.
Study population
Patients who are at least 16 years old.
Setting
Tertiary referral medical centre. The study was carried out at the University of Miami/Jackson Memorial Hospital, USA.
Dates to which data relate
Effectiveness and resource use data were collected between 1 July 1994 and 30 June 1996. The price year was not stated.
Source of effectiveness data
Effectiveness data were derived from a single study.
Link between effectiveness and cost data
The costing was undertaken on the same patient sample as that used in the effectiveness study. The costing was carried out prospectively alongside the effectiveness study.
Study sample
The study sample was 308 consecutive patients with a minimum of 6 weeks of follow-up who were at least 16 years old.59 patients were subjected to MMF, 40 patients to MMF and IOW, and 172 patients to MMF and plates. No power calculations or exclusion criteria were reported.
Study design
This was a retrospective cohort study carried out at a single centre. The duration of follow-up varied from 6 weeks to 2 years. No patients were lost to follow-up.
